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44 We're not forgetting [the students killed], we’re not tired. TT 


— Humberto Munoz, La Raza Student Association Treasurer 


CAMPUS JOINS MOVEMENT FROM ACROSS THE BORDER 


A rally and a candle- 
light vigil were held 
on campus to remem- 
ber the missing Mexi- 
can student-teachers. 


By DANIELLE CARSON 
Design Director 


candle, a rose and 

a photo sat on each 

of 43 chairs sur- 

rounded by students 

in black who as- 

sembled to remem- 
ber the Mexican student-teachers who 
went missing on Sept. 26. 

The Cal State University Long Beach 
La Raza association and the Chicano 
and Latino Studies Student Associa- 
tions held a rally and a candlelight vigil 
on Wednesday evening on the campus 
quad as part of a mass mobilization that 
has spread across the border. 

“It’s not only affecting people in 
Mexico, it’s affecting students,” CHLS- 
SA Secretary Julieta Hernandez said. 
“And as students, we find it necessary 
to stand in solidarity with them.” 

The missing students, named for 
their school as the Ayotzinapa 43, went 
missing in Iguala, Guerrero, Mexico 
after their bus was stopped by Mexi- 
can police. Prior to their disappear- 
ance, they had been protesting what 
they said were discriminatory hiring 
practices, according to BBC. 

Club members passed out signs to 
interested passersby, who joined in, 
adding speckles of color throughout 
the black and strengthening the voice 
of the crowd as they chanted their sup- 
port for the cause in Mexico. 

They yelled, “Mexico, escucha, es- 
tamos en la lucha,” which translates to 
English as, “Mexico, listen, we are in 
the fight.” 

The event not only expressed re- 
sentment towards the Mexican gov- 
ernment, but also a corrupt govern- 
ment in general. 

“This is about the loss of inno- 
cent lives,” Hernandez said through 
a megaphone. “This is about human 
rights.” 

Jaye Cho, a member of Anak Bay- 
an, a progressive youth and student 
association in Long Beach that fights 
for Filipino issues, took the mega- 
phone and informed the crowd about 
government-sponsored violence in the 
Philippines, which she parallels to the 
human rights violations in Mexico. 

“[We need to] link together as peo- 
ples across the world,” Cho said. “To 
take a stand against government cor- 
ruption, which is not only isolated in 
countries like Mexico and the Philip- 
pines, but all over the world.” 

Following the speeches and chants, 
43 student volunteers sat in the chairs, 
standing up one at a time to read the 
lost students’ names. 

The crowd of students responded 
with, “dénde estas,” which means, 


“where are you,” after 
each name was read. 

Tea candles in small 
paper cups were passed 
around and lit, then ar- 
ranged in the shape of 
the number 43. 

Humberto Munoz, 
treasurer of the CSULB 
La Raza association, 
said the event was orga- 
nized no more than two 
weeks ago, when pas- 
sions arose and the two 
associations on campus 
decided that they, too, 
needed to show their 
support for grieving 
Mexican families and 
citizens. 

He said that many 
other candlelight vigils 
and protests in simi- 
lar format will be held 
around the nation in 
mass protest Thursday, 
which will mark the 104th anniversary 
of the Mexican Revolution of 1910. 

“Anything that happens south of the 
border will also effect us eventually,” 
Munoz said. 

“Ya me cansé,” the slogan that has 
appeared on social media for the last 
two weeks, was originally a news con- 
ference sign off by Mexican Attorney 
General Jesus Murillo, and is now a 
slogan for revolution; the phrase liter- 
ally means, “I have had enough,” or “I 
have become tired.” 

Club members encouraged students 
to take photos of the event and share 
via social media, using some of several 


hashtags, including ““YaSeCansé,” a 
twist on the international trend, mean- 
ing either “he,” or “Mexico,” has be- 
come tired.” 

Groups all over the nation that have 
voiced their support for Mexico have 
flipped the slogan to describe Mexican 
people’s attitude towards the corrup- 
tion in their government— they say 
they have grown tired of injustice, ac- 
cording to Reuters. 

“We want to say, ‘Hey, we support 
as Latinos; we support families fight- 
ing for justice ... We’re not forgetting 
[the students killed], we’re not tired,” 
Munoz said. 


Above, students from the 
La Raza Association and 
the Chicano Latino Stud- 
ies Student Association 
raise right hands painted 
red and with the number 
43. Left, CHLSSA mem- 
ber and senior theater 
arts and chicano studies 
major Arturo Meneses 
leads a chant. Below, 
students arranged paper 
cups containing lit tea 
candles into the number 
43 to remember the 43 
students who have been 
missing for almost two 
months. 
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Student government to 
create more study space 


ASI senators will be 
reserving rooms for 
study space that will 
be available to stu- 
dents on finals week. 


By RACHEL KEENEY 
Contributing Writer 


Each Associated Students, Inc. sena- 
tor has been asked to reserve a room on 
campus to open for studying during the 
week of finals, beginning Dec. 15. 

At the ASI Senate meeting on 
Wednesday, ASI Vice President Nayiri 
Baghdassarian assigned the senators 
three tasks to “raise awareness” of the 
ASI on campus. One was to create extra 
study space for students during finals. 

“I would like to reserve rooms to 
facilitate students for finals studying,” 


said Baghdassarian. “This is a way, 
much like the 24-hour study center, to 
reach out to students and let us study 
with them.” 

The ASI opened the 24-hour study 
center at the beginning of the fall 2014 
semester, allowing students to, as the 
name suggests, study at any time of the 
day. 

“T usually study at the library,” Laura 
Anderson, a senior English major, said. 
“But it’s super difficult to find seating 
there, and the hours don’t always work 
with my schedule.” 

When asked about whether she’d 
utilize the study spaces that will be re- 
served by the ASI, Anderson answered 
saying she would utilize them if she 
couldn’t find space elsewhere. 

“T like the idea,’ Gregory Taft, a ju- 
nior English major, said. “We [students] 
would be surrounding ourselves with 
students that would be studying similar 
items or who probably did in the past.” 


ASI Senator for College of the Arts 
Hedy Lee’s concern was for the stu- 
dents of COTA who don’t regularly 
have exams, but have final projects in- 
stead. 

“Well maybe it is something that 
could open up an area for students to 
meet to help with working on the proj- 
ects” answered Baghdassarian. “I know 
students who can’t find study space on 
campus but want to because of the re- 
sources available to them.” 

Baghdassarian stated that she sees 
these rooms as a good effort for the ASI 
to reach out to the students. 

“[The senators] will be studying 
too,” said Baghdassarian. “It is a good 
time to tell the students about the ASI 
and see what they want.” 

The ASI senators will collaborate 
with each other and report their reser- 
vations to Baghdassarian and the rest of 
the board after Dec 5. 


CSU adopts resolution to defend 
academic freedom 
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Showing off some Shotokan 


“KIAI!” echoed across campus as the Shotokan Karate Club held a 
demonstration in the courtyard near the McIntosh building in honor of 
Japanese program and Karate club supporter Frank Cole. 

President of the club Yessica Gomez said that Frank Cole was a 4th 
degree black belt and one of the instructors of the club. 

“We are honoring aman who was a huge supporter of our club,” 
Gomez said. “A scholarship program is being started by the Japanese 
department in his honor.” 

Left, dozens of students gathers in front of the Macintosh building on 
Wednesday as black belt Karate masters chant during their routine. 
Above, theater major Olivia Sedoryk learns how to block a punch from 
legendary black belt Tom Muzila in front of the Macintosh building on 
Wednesday afternoon. 


Mock trial to take 
place on campus 


The American Collegiate Moot Court Associa-. 
tion will host a mock trial on abortion laws. 


By Mecuin Hewitt 
Contributing Writer 


The 13th Annual American Collegiate Moot Court Association Western Re- 
gional competition will take place at Cal State University Long Beach Friday and 
Saturday. 

CSULB has hosted the event for the past 13 years. A media advisory described 
moot court as a “simulation of an appellate court proceeding.” 

According to a press release regarding the event, “This year’s hypothetical case 
asks whether a fictional law requiring that women seeking an abortion undergo a 
transvaginal ultra-sound procedure and whether limiting what physicians can tell 
their patients about the risks of abortion is constitutional.” 

The event will be composed of 38 two-person teams, including six teams from 
CSULB. The winning teams will move onto the national championship of intercol- 
legiate Moot Court at the Florida International University College of Law in Miami 
in January 2015, according to the American Collegiate Moot Court Association’s 
website. 

Other schools competing include Cal State Fullerton, University of Southern 
California, Westwood College and Mount St. Mary’s College. 

The event is free and open to the public. It will take place on Friday from 5 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. in the University Student Union and the Health and Human Services | 
building. On Saturday, the event will be from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in Peterson Hall and 
the Health Science building. 
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The Academic Senate is 
seeking to protect Cal 
State University faculty. 


By RACHEL KEENEY 
Contributing Writer 


The Academic Senate of the California 
State University has adopted a resolution to 
oppose the attempts by outside organizations 
that pressure CSU administration to limit the 
academic freedom of CSU faculty. 

The resolution was drafted in order to en- 
courage all CSU campus presidents to public- 
ly denounce efforts of outside organizations 
who have questioned the academic freedom 
of CSU faculty. 

Efforts of outside political interest groups 


to limit academic freedom have reportedly af- 
fected schools like Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, 
San Diego State and Fresno State. 

In all cases reported, according to the 
resolution, outside political interest groups 
have organized letter-writing campaigns to 
the Office of the Chancellor and the Board 
of Trustees, as well as campus administrators 
and legislators accusing faculty of misusing 
university funds to organize biased confer- 
ences and advocate personal, partisan politi- 
cal views. 

The resolution states that these cases, or 
“attacks,” require a public response in defense 
of academic freedom. Lack of such a response 
can embolden these political pressure groups 
to continue harassment of faculty, according 
to the resolution. 

One attack was against Cal Poly San Luis 
Obispo, targeting a visiting lecturer. The at- 


tack was sent in the form of a letter to the 
school’s administration, condemning the pro- 
vision of a biased, unchallenged forum. 

In an attempt to calm the opposition, Cal 
Poly SLO asked the guest lecturer to have a 
panel discussion following his speech. The 
lecturer declined. 

“T always saw university as a place of self- 
expression and free speech,” Jered Thucay, a 
sophomore design student, said. “To have that 


_ [academic freedom] ability oppressed is kind 


of a daunting thought.” 

According to the CSULB website, CSU 
is committed to upholding and preserving 
the principles of academic freedom: the 
rights of faculty to teach, conduct research 
or other scholarship and publish free of ex- 
ternal constraints other than those normally 
denoted by the scholarly standards of a dis- 
cipline. 
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What the Ferguson grand jury is secretly 


trying to decide 


Laurie SkrivaAN | St. Louis Post-DispatcH | TNS 


Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon swears in 16 members of the Ferguson Commission on Tuesday, Nov. 18, 2014, 
at the Missouri History Museum in St. Louis. Nixon created the independent commission to address the 
“social and economic conditions” highlighted by protests after the shooting death of Michael Brown. 


veryone has seen some version 

R= criminal trial,in the movies. 

/There always seems to bea. . 
moment where a key witness crumbles 
under a withering cross-examination 
and admits that he or she is the killer. 
Or sometimes the case goes to a jury 
where one stout-hearted person, 
convinced of the defendant’s inno- 
cence, fights against peer pressure and 
persuades the others to change their 
minds, saving the accused. 

Most people can understand the ba- 
sic adversarial nature of a public trial 
decided by what is formally called a 
petit jury. But there is probably no part 
more mysterious in the judicial system 
than a grand jury like the one that is 
weighing the fate of white Police Of- 
ficer Darren Wilson, who fatally shot 
Michael Brown, an unarmed 18-year- 
old black man, on Aug. 9 in Ferguson, 
Mo. 

No one really knows what is going 
on inside the room where the grand 
jurors are weighing their options. But, 
based on how grand juries usually 
work, and statements made by officials 
in recent months, we have a sense of 
the process, which is expected to end 
soon with either charges against the 
officer or an exoneration. 


Q: What is a grand jury and why do 
we have them? 

A: A grand jury is the body that 
examines an incident and decides 
whether to bring charges. It can use 
its subpoena power to demand that 
documents be produced, can hear 
witnesses and weigh the evidence. It 
can return a “true bill,” or indictment, 


and the defendant is then arraigned on 
the charges and guilt or innocence is 


_ determined by petit jury. Ifthe grand 


jury finds that no charges are merited, 
it can choose not to indict, also known 
as a “no bill.” In many jurisdictions, 
grand juries are also used to inves- 
tigate and issue reports pointing out 
flaws in official systems. 


Q: Isn’t there another way to bring 
charges? 

A: Yes. In many jurisdictions, after 
an arrest by police, the defendant can 
ask for a preliminary hearing instead 
of a grand jury hearing. Such a hear- 
ing is like a public mini-trial before 
a judge, who can decide whether to 
hold the defendant. In general, defense 
lawyers ask for a preliminary hearing 
because they want to get a peek at the 
prosecution case at an early phase. It 
is not unusual for the prosecutors to 
quickly move to the grand jury, which 
acts in secret. 


Q: Why is the grand jury secret? 

A: Proceedings by grand juries and 
deliberations of petit juries are secret, 
held behind closed doors to protect the 
jurors and give them the privacy to 
speak freely. But it doesn’t mean the 
deliberations are forever unknown. 
Defense attorneys often poll jurors 
after a verdict — in part to see if there 
are grounds to appeal to a higher 
court — and will often interview them 
afterward. 

In Ferguson, many want to see the 
legal proceedings play out in a public 
trial because of the racé relations 
involved. 


Q: Is there a difference in how each 
type of jury sees the case? 

A: The biggest difference between 
the juries is the standard under which 
they operate. A petit jury, the one with 
which we are all familiar, has to decide 
to convict beyond a reasonable doubt. 
This does not mean beyond all doubt. 
Instead, jurors must be convinced that 
the prosecution has proven its case 
beyond the usual doubts of reasonable 
people. 

A grand jury can return an indict- 
ment if the evidence shows a probable 
cause that the person committed the 
crime. This is a lesser standard than 
needed by a petit jury to convict. This 
makes sense because the indictment 
doesn’t mean that the defendant is 
guilty of anything, merely charged. 
To be convicted should require more 
of a burden of proof than simply being 
accused. 


Q: How many people are on the 
grand jury? 

A: There are 12 grand jurors sitting 
on the Ferguson case. They have been 
meeting in a regular room in Clay- 
ton, Mo., the county seat of St. Louis 
County, which includes the city of Fer- 
guson. This grand jury has one black 
man, two black women, six white men 
and three white women. 


Q: What have the grand jurors done? 
A: They have listened to wit- 
nesses and looked at evidence such as 
autopsies. It has not been made public 
how many witnesses have testified, 
but Wilson reportedly has appeared 


and told his side of the confrontation 
with Brown. According to a variety of 
reports and news conferences, several 
witnesses are believed to have testified 
about what appears to be an alterca- 
tion between Wilson and Brown at the 
officer’s car. At least one shot was fired 
with Wilson in the car and hit Brown 
in the arm. However, that shot did not 
kill Brown, who fled with Wilson in 
pursuit, according to reports. Brown 
either tried to surrender with his hands 
up or he charged Wilson, according to 
differing accounts. Wilson fired a vol- 
ley of shots, including the fatal one. 


Q: What are the questions the grand 
jury must decide? 

A: We have yet to learn all of the de- 
tails, but there are clearly many ques- 
tions the jurors are likely to weigh: 

What was Wilson doing when he 
stopped Brown and a friend on a public 
street? Was there a struggle at the car 
and what are the details? Did Wilson 
intentionally kill Brown or was he 
negligent? Did Wilson use excessive 
force in firing at least six times to 
subdue Brown? How far away was 
Wilson when he fired the fatal shot? 
Were Brown’s hands up or down? Did 
Wilson fire out of fear for his life or 
that Brown would commit violence 
against others? 


Q: What is the range of charges? 

A: The most serious is second- 
degree murder, which includes the idea 
of “knowingly causing” death; it is 
punishable by a prison term of 10 to 30 
years. Next is voluntary manslaughter, 
which means causing a death under the 
influence of some sort of passion; it 
carries a penalty of five to 15 years. 

There are two involuntary man- 
slaughter charges: First-degree 
involuntary manslaughter involves 
recklessly causing a death; second- 
degree is based on criminal negligence 
in the death. 

The jurors will also have to weigh 
whether the police officer acted within 
the rules for law enforcement officers 
that allow for the use of violence when 
there is a reasonable belief the suspect 
will inflict serious harm or if the offi- 
cer reasonably believes force is needed 
to prevent death or serious injury. 


Q: What is the role of the prosecu- 
tors? 

A: The prosecutors serve as advi- 
sors to the grand jury. They usually 
bring in witnesses and often start the 
questioning. Grand jurors are allowed 
to ask questions of witnesses. Prosecu- 
tors often wield enormous power, and 
the cliche is that a prosecutor can get 
a grand jury to indict a ham sandwich. 
Because of the political overtones of 
the Ferguson case, prosecutors seem 
to be presenting both sides — for 
example, the autopsy performed by 
officials and by Dr. Michael Baden, the 
former New York medical examiner 
who was hired by the family, have both 


been given to jurors. 


Q: How will jurors decide? 

A: The jurors will weigh the evi- 
dence and decide what is believable. 
Eventually they will discuss and then 
vote on possible charges. In general, it 
will take nine votes to decide the issue. 
How the jurors get to that number is 
up to them and their discussions. For 
example, they can decide on a series 
of votes or try to reach any consensus 
that might open the door to a lesser 
charge. 


Q: When will the jurors vote? 
A: That is the $64,000 question as 
the St. Louis area tensely waits. 


—Michael Muskal, Los Angeles 
Times, TNS 


Ferguson timeline 


Aug. 9: Michael 
Brown, 18, is shot by 
police. Police say he 
was reaching fora 
gun, witnesses say 
his hands were up. 
Soon after, protests 
begin. 


Aug. 15: Ferguson 
police identify Officer 
Darren Wilson as the 
shooter. Information is 
released linking 
Brown to a robbery. 


ASE 


Sept. 11: A grand 
jury begins weighing 
evidence against 
Officer Wilson. 


Oct. 23: The secrecy 
of the grand jury is 
breached. A close 
range gunshot wound 
on Brown and blood 
on Wilson’s gun imply 
that a struggle took 
place. 


Nov. 17: Missouri 
Governor Jay Nixon 
declares a state of 
emergency, activating 
the National Guard in 
anticipation of the 
grand jury’s decision. 
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Donate. Recycle. Jobs. 


Your Donation Today Means Jobs Tomorrow. 


When you donate gently used clothes and household items to 
Goodwill, you help create jobs and job training services for those with 
barriers to employment. Plus, your donations are tax deductible. 


For more information visit 
www.ThinkGood.org 
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LONG BEACH, CA 90808 
562.496.3365 


EapOptometry.com 


Our office is located in the Stater Bros. Shopping Center (Spring St. 
& Palo Verde Ave.)A value frame with single vision plastic lenses 
(sph 4, cyl 3). A valid current student ID must be presented at the 
time of services. The offer cannot be combined with any other 
discounts or insurance. 
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Politicians in robes, or guardians of the rule of law? 


few weeks ago, the 

U.S. Supreme Court 

agreed to hear the latest 

challenge to Obam- 

acare, placing President 
Obama’s signature health-care reform 
law once again in legal peril. 

With each controversial decision 
released by this increasingly partisan 
Supreme Court (the cases of Citizens 
United and Hobby Lobby immediately 
come to mind), public confidence in 
one of America’s most integral institu- 
tions has evaporated; for example, 
Gallup Polls show that public approval 
in the Supreme Court has dropped 
from 61 percent to 44 percent between 
the years of 2009 and 2014. 

And once again, liberal analysts are 
lining up to accuse the Court of politi- 
cal hackery; yet despite claims that 
the conservative-leaning justices who 
decided to hear the case are abusing 
their offices for the sake of advancing 
their own political agendas, this case 
raises profound questions that only the 
Court is situated to answer. 

Paul Krugman, one of America’s 
foremost economists and a Nobel 
Prize winner, colorfully wrote in the 
New York Times that this decision to 
hear the case boils down to a “cruel 
absurdity,” and that the judges who 
supported hearing the case are “cor- 
rupt, willing to pervert the law to serve 
political masters.” 

Similarly, Linda Greenhouse of 
Yale Law School wrote in the New 


“Until they change how it’s writ- 
ten... they can’t institute something 
that’s not. You can't be like this is 
what I meant and this is what we're 
going to do but the law says some- 


thing else.” 
—Melissa Riggs 
Junior, American studies 


justices who 


just missed 


York Times that the Court’s decision to 


hear the Obamacare challenge equated 
to “a naked 
power grab by 
conservative 


two years ago 


killing the 
Affordable 
Care Act in 
its cradle.” 
She finds the 
arrival of this 
case onto 

the Court’s 
docket “profoundly depressing” be- 
cause it reinforces the rising sentiment 
that our justices are “just a collection 
of politicians in robes.” 

As confident as these two scholars 
are in their characterization of this de- 
cision, they are equally wrongheaded 
in assuming that the latest challenge 
to Obamacare is frivolous and without 
merit. 

The Affordable Care Act, also 
known as Obamacare, rests upon three 
equally fundamental pillars—and 
without one, the entire law crumbles. 

First, insurers cannot discrimi- 
nate against patients and deny them 
coverage based upon preexisting 
health conditions. Second, everyone 
must purchase health insurance or 
pay a penalty come tax season, which 
ensures that the introduction of healthy 
individuals into the system offsets the 
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Opinions Editor 


..with Republicans now in control of both the 
House and the Senate, the prospect of Congress 


rewriting the Affordable Care Act to allow subsi- 
dies on the federal marketplaces is laughable... 


liabilities to insurers posed by cover- 
ing those with already existing medical 
conditions. Finally, there are subsidies 
to lower-income Americans to help 
them purchase insurance, which is the 
provision at issue in the present case. 

The legal question presented here 
concerns five crucial words: read liter- 
ally, the law states that subsidies shall 
go to those who buy policies on an 
“exchange established by the state.” 

However, there’s a giant, glaring 
problem: thus far, only 14 states have 
set up their own exchanges. Everyone 
else must purchase insurance policies 
from the federal marketplaces, and the 
law does not state that the subsidies 
may flow through these federally run 
marketplaces. 

This debate cannot, and should not, 
be reduced to merely a “naked power 
grab” intended to “pervert the law,” as 


Krugman and Greenhouse assert. 

Rather, this issue raises serious 
philosophical ques- 
tions about how 
judges should inter- 
pret the law: should 
the Supreme Court 
attempt to inquire 
into the underlying 
purpose behind the 
law and rewrite it 
accordingly, as Jus- 
tice Stephen Breyer 
would likely have us 
believe? Or, should 
the judiciary hold 
Congress’s feet to the fire, stick to the 
text and demand that lawmakers write 
clear, unambiguous laws, as Justice 
Antonin Scalia would have it? 

I side with the latter; if lawmakers 
wish to see their laws implemented, 
then they cannot expect their clunky 
language to pass judicial scrutiny. 
Purposivism (the approach that would 
lead the court to uphold the law) 
is dangerous, and could unravel in 
disastrous, unforeseen ways further 
down the line because it dangerously 
broadens the ability of the judiciary to 
interpret laws. 

Justice Scalia highlights the 
problematic nature of this line of 
reasoning in his book titled “A Matter 
of Interpretation: Federal Courts and 
the Law,” in which he demonstrates 
that inquiring into the purpose of the 
legislature allows judges to ask, “What 


Campus Votce 


SHOULD THE SCOTUS APpLy THE LAW AS IT WAS WRITTEN—OR, SHOULD THEY APPLY 
IT AS IT WAS INTENDED TO BE WRITTEN? 


“I think they should enforce it the 
way they were supposed to write it 
because if that’s the way they meant 


to write it, then that’s the way it 
should be.” 


—Fidel Herrera 
Junior, nursing 


“It should be enforced the way that 
it was meant to write it.” 


—Linda Gomez 
Senior, social work 


is the most desirable resolution of this 
case, and how can any impediments 
to the achievement of that result be 
evaded?” 

Instead, he prefers judges to be 
“guided by the text and not by inten- 
tions or ideals external to it, and by 
the original meaning of the text, not 
by its evolving meaning over time,” 
according to Amy Gutmann, the editor 
of Scalia’s book. 

The importance of the inevi- 
table ruling cannot be understated: 
with Republicans now in control of 
both the House and the Senate, the 
prospect of Congress rewriting the 
Affordable Care Act to allow subsi- 
dies on the federal marketplaces is 
laughable. 

Moreover, the LA Times reported 
that nearly five million individu- 
als have purchased insurance with 
subsidies in states using the federal 
exchange; thus, if the Supreme Court 
upholds the literal meaning of the 
text, then these five million individu- 
als—and whomever else decides to 
enroll in the 36 states lacking an 
exchange—would not receive health 
care subsidies. 

Despite Krugman’s claims other- 
wise, it’s not “corrupt” to read a poorly 
written statutory provision based upon 
its literal meaning. When Congress 
goes about crafting far-reaching eco- 
nomic and social policies, they should 
ensure that they say what they mean 
and mean what they say. 


“You shouldn't enforce something 
that’s not in the book if that’s not 
written that way because that leads 
to all kinds of interpretations... 
It’s kind of a slippery slope in my 


opinion enforcing things that aren't 


Graduate Student, human factors 


written down.” 
— Sam Curtis 
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housands of protestors 
have poured into the 
streets of Mexico, 
expressing their grief 
and outrage after 43 
college students went 

missing. While the incident itself 

is shocking, it merely exemplifies 

the widespread corruption and 

violence that has plagued Mexico as 

a consequence of the United States’ 

War on Drugs; for example, the 

_ Washington Post reports that 20,000 

people are officially counted as missing 

in Mexico. 

On Sept. 26, over 100 students from 
Raul Isidro Burgos Rural Teachers 
College of Ayotzinapa stole three 
public buses and drove to Iguala in 
order to protest the unfair hiring 
procedures of teachers. The plan was to 
disrupt a conference where the wife of 
Iguala’s mayor was speaking; however, 
the mayor of Iguala, José Luis Abarca, 
directed municipal police to prevent 
the students from disrupting his wife’s 
speech. Police then opened fire on the 
students, killing six and leaving 25 
injured. 

Police rounded up 43 other 


students and then handed them 
over to members of a vicious drug 
gang known as Guerros Unidos. 
Thousands of 
Mexican soldiers 
scoured the area 
searching for 
the lost boys, 
uncovering a 
litany of mass 
graves. And last 
week, Mexico’s 
attorney general, 
Jesus Murillo Karam, 
announced that charred corpses were 
found at a dump and ina river in 
Guerrero; it is widely believed that the 
missing 43 students were among these 
bodies. i 

As news spread of the kidnappings, 
protests spread through Mexico like 
wildfire. The mayor of Iguala, Jose 
Luis Abarca, and his wife, Maria 
de los Angeles Pineda Villa, were 
arrested on Nov. 6 and are suspected of 
masterminding the kidnappings of the 
students and being complicit in their 
executions. 

The incident has become one of 
the biggest scandals under Mexican 


JACOB YUNGMAN 


Contributing Writer 


The best way to fight corruption and stop 
cartel influence over Mexican politics would be to 
decriminalize and/or legalize recreational drugs 


within the United States. 


President Enrique Pefia Nieto’s time 
in office; with thousands of protestors 
wreaking havoc in the streets and 
pleading for justice, Nieto must tread 
carefully, and hopefully, he will pursue 
the rampant corruption within his 
midst. 

While there are many factors 
that contribute to the widespread 
corruption and violence within 
Mexico, United States drug policy 
is chiefly among them. By keeping 
recreational drugs such as heroin, 
marijuana and cocaine illegal, cartels 
and drug gangs offset the risk of 
interdiction and prosecution by 
inflating the prices, thus giving rise to 


the massive profit incentive that fuels 
their murderous tendencies. 

While difficult to measure, 

according to 
Colleen W. 
Cook in a 2007 
report for the 
Congressional 
Research Service, 
cartels earn an 
estimated $49.7 
billion annually 
from the sale of 
illegal drugs. 

These funds allow the payoff of local 
and regional politicians within Mexico 
to allow organized crime to take place. 
People who speak out against such 
corruption can face murder by the 
cartels and/or gangs associated with 
them. 

Despite the US giving $1.6 Billion to 
Mexico and various Central American 
countries via the Merida Initiative 
to fight the sale of drugs, efforts have 
been an utter failure. Over 100,000 
casualties have been related to the 
War on Drugs within Mexico since 
2006, and according to Transparency 
International, Mexico has consistently 


DANIELLE Carson | Daity 49eR 
In the campus quad on Wednesday, students raise hands painted red to remember the Ayotzinapa 43, students that have been missing since the end of September in Mexico. 


The U.S. War on Drugs is harming innocent Mexican civilians 


scored as low as most sub-Saharan 
African countries on the Corruption 
Perception Index over the past decade. 

The best way to fight corruption 
and stop cartel influence over Mexican 
politics would be to decriminalize and/ 
or legalize recreational drugs within 
the United States. 

Many states lately have relaxing 
laws surrounding the possession of 
drugs, and in some cases, states have 
outright legalized marijuana; as a 
result, cartels have lost control of the 
marijuana trade. A Washington Post 
article from April 6 titled “Tracing 
the U.S. heroin surge back south 
of the border as Mexican cannabis 
output falls” reports that the price of 
marijuana dropped to a quarter of its 
street value within the last five years. 

This has led to the closure of many 
marijuana farms in the Mexican State 
of Sinaloa that sell to the cartels. If 
such policies can be applied to other 
drugs like cocaine and heroin, then 
cartels will lose a lot of capital and 
power; consequently future acts of 
violence, such as the current crisis 
in Iguala, might happen less and less 
frequently. 
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Positive Election Results 
What your teachers will not tell you 
Dr. George A. Kuck (galbertk@aol.com) 


We have just been past a bruising political campaign. There were “winners” 
and “losers.” My claim is that we were all winners because the voters indicated 
that they wanted a direction change in the federal government without having 

"the basic American value of taking their complaints to the ballot box 
instead to the streets won again. More than anything, values were on trial and 
some uniquely American values won. Can you think of some other uniquely 

American values that won? Here are my two examples. 

What was one of the American values that won? First, it is my contention 
le are concerned that there will be more government funds being 
dispersed than will be taken in by the government. In the past 8 years, we have 
raised the national debt more than in all the prior years combined. My nickel 
cup of coffee in the 1960’s is now worth $2.50. That means my $1.00 from 1958 
is worth $.02. That is what national debt does. It silently robs from your pay 
and savings and makes things more expensive. The Republicans are still the 
brand of smaller government, although we sometimes dishonor that brand. 
The Democrats are the brand of every increasing intrusion into people’s lives. 
Smaller government won. Do you think it is good to have the government 

spend more money than it takes from its citizens in taxes? 

A second value that won was that we are a private people who like our privacy. 
Thus people voted to lessen government and private intrusion into our lives. 
In tal ae one of your fellow students, she told me that she received a letter 

arty saying they noticed she had voted in prior elections 
but had not voted in the 2012 election. They were hoping that she would vote in 
this election. In NY state there were reports of many of these letter. Who wants 
the political parties monitoring whether they vote? I certainly do not want 
the government and private parties monitorin my voting habits. 
ee your private voting habits lost out. 
on its surveillance of the systems while still keeping things like the 

Boston city bombings from happening? A tough question. 
To summarize this past election, from my point of view, “home and hearth” 
won out against big government programs. Happy Thanksgiving to all. 
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| Making an impression on “The Beach’ 


Chasing a dream, a 
student releases his 
first mixtape. 


By Jesus AMBROSIO 
Diversions Editor 


Tracy, California is approximately 
a five-hour drive away from Cal State 
University Long Beach; for Tracy na- 
tive Mitchell Adams, The Beach is 
more than a new home. 

Long Beach is the destination Ad- 
ams c iose to pursue his dream to be- 
come an entertainer and rapper called 
The Cnly Child. 

Adams is a transfer student from 
Modesto Junior College, where he 
earned his AA in theater. This is his 
first year as a student at CSULB, and he 
is a journalism major and theater minor. 

One of the biggest academic differ- 
ences from Tracy and Long Beach is 
the motivation to learn, which he said is 
different compared to MJC. 

When he isn’t spitting flow on his 
tracks, he is avidly watching sports. 
The self-proclaimed “cheesehead” 
loves the Green Bay Packers, Oakland 
A’s and the Sacramento Kings. 

The Daily 49er sat down with Mitch- 
ell Adams to learn more about journey 
and the release of his first mixtape “The 
Beach.” 


. When and how did you first get 
involved with rapping? 


Mitchell Adams: My first time rapping 
was in the end of my senior year of high 
school. It was with my friends Martino 
and Phillip; their rap names are Tino and 
Philip the Human... I heard they were 
making a mix tape, and they were my 
best friends at this time, and I was like, 
let’s try it. I always had a passion for 
writing music and I [was] starting to like 
rap music a lot more. I wrote my verse 
called “born and raised” basically about 
Tracy, [California] and from there, my 
first time it was a success. It was little 
young Mitch on the track. That was my 
name at the time, because I didn’t have 
arap name. I remember the adrenaline 
and rush. And that always stuck with 
me. Even now when I record something. 


. Where exactly did you get the 
name The Only Child? 


MA: My name was Stick Figure — at 
first, but I felt like as you hear in the the- 
sis statement [of the mixtape] I portrayed 
that as a villain. I don’t mean an evil per- 
son necessarily, | mean I wasn’t being 


A final thesis photog- 
raphy project created 
lasting impressions 
with viewers. 


By Jesus AMBROSIO 
Diversions Editor 


A final thesis exhibit titled After 
Image will showcase nine students 
in the photography Bachelor of Fine 
Arts program on Sunday. 

“It’s two-fold... you have an im- 
print in you head of that image and 
also that reaction of that image 
and how it impacts you,” said Rosa 
Vazquez, a senior photography MFA 
student. 

Artist Vu’s 


Catherine project, 
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myself with that rap persona. My dad sat 
me down and actually ... and said, ‘Son, 
your hero is Will Smith. Why don’t you 
rap like Will Smith, because Will Smith 
kept his raps clean and he stayed true 
to himself. I realized that’s what rap is 
about, and music in general. Also, I am 
an only child. I always said I suffered 
from ‘only child syndrome, that is my 
persona. Because I was raised an only 
child and I like the name. T—O-—C, the 
only child, baby; that’s my hook. 


. Can you tell me a little bit about the 
things you sample in this mixtape? 


MA: Some of those beats were made 
by Jelani Brown, who I met through 
Modesto Junior College. I sat on those 
beats for a long time. For the Lionel 
Richie sample that was all him. For the 
“Staying Alive” sample [by The Bee 
Gees] I told him I wanted that. I told 
him what I was feeling like with each 
beat and that’s what came out, I pushed 
him... He made these incredible beats 
and it took me so long to write to them. 
Partly because the first attempt to writ- 
ing them I was Stick Figure. When 
I became The Only Child it became 
much easier to write about. In the song, 
“Mind of the Champ” we sample Mi- 
chael Jordan making the winning shot. 


. Where did the name of the mix- 
tape “The Beach” come from? 


MA: There is so much about that title, 
“The Beach,” and that’s why I picked 
it. First off, | was leaving the town of 
Tracy to go to the beach — Long Beach. 
[Also] I was going from Modesto to 
The Beach — Cal State Long Beach. 
This last summer I went to Cabo, which 
the song “Presidential Suite” is what 
that song is about. I loved the beach 
ever since I was [younger], one of my 
favorite places to go was Pismo Beach. 
On the cover and back you can see a 
story. 


. What are some of the themes you 
talk about in this mixtape? 


MA: At least one song will relate to one 
person. I want my music to be seen as 
a positive factor to society. I don’t rap 
about what typical rappers rap about. 
Some rappers have lost their way in a 
sense by promoting alcoholism, smok- 
ing, underage sex and strip clubs; but 
that’s not my style. I can’t write about 
the streets; I’m not from the streets, and 
I can’t write about certain content be- 
cause I haven’t been through the things 
like that... That’s where I was on the 
way with Stick Figure, but I needed to 
be true to myself. People seem to like 


Capturing a 


titled “Apophenia,” uses the dark 
side of the moon as a metaphor for 
the human experience of translating 
abstract internal impressions into 
collectively coherent concrete ex- 
pressions. 

Vazquez said her own work is 
meant to question viewers’ stance on 
immigration reform. 

“Photography is very open, and 
you can make anything,” Vazquez 
said. “My work is more about politi- 
cal social activism. I like the medi- 
um because I can do that through it.” 

Other art to be featured in the ex- 
hibit will explore a variety of other 
topics including self-image, identity 
and photographs that question the art 
of photography. 

“Photography is not just a photo- 
graph,” said I Tan Wong, one of the 
featured artists in the exhibit. “Fine 
art photography is more about the 
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Journalism major and theater minor Mitchell Adams, a transfer 
student, stands near the outpost on Wednesday holding his new 
album. Adams goes by the rapper name “The Only Child” and has 
recently released his first album, “The Beach.” 


me as a person, so there should be no 
reason they don’t like this. You get to 
hear who I am through every song. A 
little bit different of who I am. 


. Besides Will Smith who are some 
of your biggest influences? 


MA: Eminem is huge, I kind of based 
my persona on him, but the opposite of 
how he used to be. I thank him so much 
for that because people always say ‘so 
you want to be like Emeinem’ and no I 
don’t want to be like Eminem. Just be- 
cause I’m a white doesn’t mean I want 
to be like Eminem. I want to succeed 
somewhat like Eminem, but I am taking 
a different path. He has had a big influ- 
ence on the ideas. Drake is my favorite 
popular rapper right now, has influ- 


eroup etfort 


concepts; the concept behind each 
photograph is more important than 
the subject itself.” 

Wong said her art is more about 
performance and her personal psy- 
chological state. 

According to the introduction of 
the show’s program guide, each piece 
stems from “individual subjectivi- 
ties,” and they are distinct by their 
“collective time and place.” 

The art at the exhibit is not tradi- 
tional photography and uses video 
installations. Vazquez said a lot of it 
is very conceptual. 

Artist Katsumi Gibo’s untitled 
piece intends to challenge the expec- 
tations of structure, according to the 
piece’s abstract. 

“Through image and projection, I 
create a space where the viewer be- 
comes immersed,” Gibo said. “My 
work challenges the Viewer to expe- 


enced me so much. J. Cole and Child- 
ish Gambino, my style most resembles 
Childish Gambino. 


. Is this your first mixtape? 


MA: This is my first mixtape as The 
Only Child. I release another over two 
years ago but that’s when I was still 
Mitch ... This is the first official mix- 
tape for me. My motto is ‘making the 
unrealistic realistic.’ That’s is just kind 
of how I carry myself. That is why I 
came down here. 


You can listen to Adams’ music for free 
at www.theonlychildmitch.com, or 
students can get a hard copy if they see 
him walking around campus. 


rience and interact in a space...” 

Artist Colin Thompson’s piece 
questions the logic and atmosphere 
of the city. 

“My approach to photograph- 
ing these spaces is to enhance the 
strange variations that are apparent, 
and to explore space itself within 
these spaces,” Thompson said. “I am 
separating these spaces visually by 
using sharp lighting, and am sepa- 
rating experientially by bending the 
photographs themselves.” 

Other artists featured at the ex- 
hibit are Kristina Baird, Jessica Bar- 
dales, Alyssa Bierce and Candace 
Wakefield. 

After Image will open Sunday 
with a moderated walkthrough with 
the artists at 5:30 p.m. in the Gatov 
and Melino Galleries in the Fine Arts 
Building. Art will be on display until 
Dec. 4. 


www.daily49er.com 


Riding the 
Third 


Street wave 


of Ska 


A Ska-themed art exhi- 
bition features CSULB 
artists. 


By Jesus AMBROSIO 
Diversions Editor 


The Art Exchange of Long Beach 
will host Get On Up, a ska-themed 
art exhibit created by a Cal State 
University Event Planning class. 

The event accepted 15 different 
art donations from CSULB. stu- 
dents. All proceeds will be donated 
to Art Exchange and will benefit lo- 
cal artists. 

“It’s tough for students to be rec- 
ognized as artists when they have to 
compete with professionals, and this 
event gives them the opportunity to 
be publicly noticed,” said Stephanie 
Atwood, the event planner and a se- 
nior communications student. 

Get On Up was originally only 
accepting ska-inspired art to go 
with the theme of the exhibition. 
However, Atwood said she and the 
other event planners realized they 
did not want to limit artists’ creativ- 
ity. This way, more students were 
able to submit, Atwood said. 

Besides the exclusive CSULB art 
exhibit, Get On Up will feature, art 
activities, a live DJ, a photo booth, 
drawings and alcoholic beverages 
for attendees of age. 

This was an assignment for At- 
wood’s communications class, and 
she said she is grateful to have re- 
ceived funding of roughly $2,000 
from CSULB for the event. The 
project was designed to help create 
awareness of CSULB student art- 
ists. 

“The school is happy to provide 
funding as long as they can see the 
efforts it’s going towards,” Atwood 
said. 

The exhibit is the featured event 
for Art Exchange’s 3rdsday, which 
is a program to host art-related 
events every third Thursday of the 
month. 

Get on Up will be on Thursday 
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Art Ex- 
change in Long Beach. Admission 
is free. 


Courtesy oF AFTER IMAGE 
This photographic piece of art by 
Katsumi Gibo will be displayed 
in the 2014 Bachelor of Fine Arts 
program's photography exhibi- 
tion, which will debut on Sunday. 
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MEN S Sweet Sixteen appearance since 2008 under then head WOMEN S off the bench averaging double-digit points. 


Coates Page 8 coach Ben Howland. Continued from Page 8 Sanchez ayereees a team-high 12 points and 
Alford took over for Howland last year after the lat- Spargo averages 10 points per game. 
ter led the Bruins to a 233-107 record in 10 seasons The 49ers’ pressing defense was a prob- 
LBSU senior guard and former Bruin Tyler Lamb, that included three consecutive Final Four appear- “We have to value the ball offensively,” lem for the last two opponents, forcing 24 
fresh off a two-game suspension for violating team _ ances (2006-2008). Wynn said. “On defense, we have to get back _—_ turnovers against Seattle and 27 turnovers 
policy to start the season, will return to UCLA for the The Bruins are breaking in a new starting lineup af- on defense and get our team defense set.” against SDSU. 
first time since transferring last year. ter losing three key starters to the NBA. Senior guard Sophomores Anna Kim and Raven Benton “We’ve been playing as a team both ends 
“I might get a little bit more hyped up,” Lamb said. Norman Powell has stepped up for the Bruins so far, lead the team in rebounding. Benton has 20, _ of the floor,’ Wynn said. “We're willing to 
“The fans at UCLA are still great. I still have friends at leading the team in scoring with 19 points per game. and Kim has I1. Benton scored a career-high make the extra pass, [and] we’re not play- 
UCLA, so Pll get to see old familiar faces.” The Bruins’ offense has been diverse and versatile, 26 points in the last meeting against USC. ing selfishly offensively. Defensively, we’ve 
Lamb said that competing against UCLA willbeno with five players averaging over 10 points per game. Montgomery is the starting center for The done a good job of getting back and forcing 
different than Syracuse, Louisville, Texas or any other As a team, the Bruins are shooting 50 percent from Beach, averaging 25 minutes per game, and _ teams to play against our half-court defense.” 
big name opponent on the 49ers’ non-conference _ the field, including an impressive 43 percent from the is second on the team with 10.5 points per Two seniors on USC, forwards Kaneisha 
schedule. three-point line. game. Horn and Alexyz Vaioletama, lead the Tro- 
“Those are all great opportunities for my team to The Bruins’ defense is holding opponents to 43 Senior guard Hallie Meneses has been or- _jans in points. Horn averages 10.5 points per 
showcase what we've been working on - what we can __ percent shooting, including a woeful 30 percent from chestrating the offense, dishing out a team- game while Vaioletama averages 10. Sopho- 
do — and show everybody that we can play on that _ beyond the arc. high 15 assists in the past two games. She is more forward Drew Edelman leads the team 
stage,” Lamb said. The Wildcats will step into the Walter Pyramid on averaging the most minutes on the floor with — with 10 rebounds in the past two games, av- 
The Bruins are coming off a successful first season _ Friday night at 7:30 p.m to face the 49ers. Two nights 32.5 and 9.5 points per game and has ateam- _ eraging five rebounds per game. 
with head coach Steve Alford. UCLA went 28-9 last later, LBSU will face the Bruins at Pauley Pavilion at high five steals. The 49ers will host the Trojans inside the 
year en route to its first Pac-12 Tournament title and 7 p.m. Seniors Alex Sanchez and Spargo came Walter Pyramid at 4:30 p.m. on Friday. 
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It all comes down to one last weekend | 


The 49ers hope to 
punch a ticket to 
the NCAA’s witha 
win in this week- 
end’s tournament 


By WILLIAM HERNANDEZ 
Contributing Writer 


Long Beach State is one of nine 
teams vying for the conference crown 
in the Mountain Pacific Sports Federa- 
tion Tournament hosted by The Beach 
at the Kenneth E. Lindgren Aquatics 
Center from Friday until Sunday. 

With three losses in MPSF play, it is 
unlikely that LBSU (18-6, 5-3 MPSF) 
will receive an at-large bid. In order for 
the ‘Niners to punch their ticket into the 
dance, they will need to win out this 
weekend and claim the MPSF Cham- 
pionship. 

LBSU will enter the tournament as 
the fourth seed. The Beach and Cali- 
fornia (20-6, 5-3 MPSF) are tied for the 
No. 4 spot in the NCAA rankings. 

With the 49ers’ NCAA Tournament 
hopes riding on this weekend, head 
coach Gavin Arroyo thinks the regu- 
lar season accomplishments could be 
something they can build off of. 

“Getting in the top 4 is tough,” LBSU 
head coach Gavin Arroyo said. “It’s 
somewhere we haven’t been in years. 
It’s definitely a momentum push.” 

The two teams will face each other 
for a fourth time this season in the 
quarterfinals round this Friday at 10 
a.m. 

If LBSU defeats Cal, it will play the 
winner of Friday’s last quarterfinals 
game, between No.l UCLA (25-2, 8-0 
MPSF) and the winner of the play-in- 
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Senior center Dan Matulis attempts to block a ball during the game against USC on Nov. 8. 


game: either No. 8 Pacific (14-11, 2-6 
MPSP), or No. 9 UC Santa Barbara (9- 
13, 0-8 MPSF). 

In the first two matchups against 
Cal, the 49ers were outdueled 8-6 in 
September and 14-8 in October. 

But in the most recent head-to-head 
meeting, LBSU knocked off Cal 12-10 
at Berkeley earlier this month. 

As a result, the 49ers jumped the 
Bears in the Collegiate Water Polo As- 
sociation rankings. Since then, LBSU 
has maintained its position while Cal 
dropped its final two games. 

LBSU is coming off of its best MPSF 


Ma MEN’S BASKETBALL 


record (5-3) in program history, placing 
in the top-four of the NCAA rankings. 
In the season finale against UCLA, 
LBSU was defeated 16-8 by the top- 
ranked Bruins. UCLA head coach 


Adam Wright said the 49ers are a- 


much improved team that has earned 
their spot as the No. 4 team in the 
MPSF. 

“Gavin’s done a great job and they’re 
a great team,” Wright said “Believe me, 
this one was circled on our calendar. 
We understand that this is a good team. 
They have proven throughout the MPSF 
that they deserve the fourth seat.” 


Big home game, big away game 


The 49ers will face 
two of last year’s 
NCAA Tournament 
qualifiers this 
weekend. 


By Oscar TERRONES 
Assistant Sports Editor 


After its Tuesday night road loss 
at Xavier, the Long Beach State men’s 
basketball team will host Kansas State 
Friday night at the Walter Pyramid be- 
fore making the short drive to UCLA 
on Sunday. 

The 49ers (1-2) struggled again on 
the road, where they will spend the 
majority of their time over the next 11 
days. LBSU will head to UCLA for a 
Sunday night game before traveling to 
Fullerton for the Wooden Legacy Tour- 
nament during Thanksgiving break. 

Kansas State (2-0) is one of several 
LBSU non-conference opponents with 
a long history of NCAA Tournament 
success. The Wildcats have tourna- 
ment appearances in four out of the last 
five years, including reaching the Elite 
Eight in 2010 under then head coach 
Frank Martin. 

Head coach Bruce Weber and the 
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Freshman forward Jack Williams goes up for a shot against SFSU 
during the homecoming game on Saturday in the Walter Pyramid. 


Wildcats are coming off their first Big 
12 conference title in 36 years. Weber 
took over for Martin before the start of 
the 2012-2013 season, going 49-21 since 
being hired by Kansas State. 
Sophomore guard Marcus Foster, a 
preseason All-Big 12 Team selection, 
led Kansas State in scoring last season 
with 15.5 points a game. Senior forward 
Thomas Gipson, the team’s leading re- 
bounder last season, is one of only three 
seniors on an inexperienced Wildcats 


team. 

The 49ers have dropped their last two 
meetings against Kansas State, includ- 
ing a 71-58 loss last year in Manhat- 
tan, Kansas. Five players on the current 
LBSU roster played in that game. 

After playing Kansas State on Friday 
night, the 49ers will make the short 
commute to Los Angeles to face UCLA 
(2-0) on Sunday night. 


See MEn’s, Page 7 


Wright also said that the 49ers are 
tough to face and thinks they will make 
some noise at this weekend’s tourney. 

“This is a really good team that we 
played,” Wright said. “They’re a really 
dangerous team, and they’re going to 
put something together at the [MPSF 
Tournament].” 

The 49ers’ road to the NCAA Tour- 
nament could begin this Friday. The 
Beach will have play in front of its 
home crowd at the newly renovated 
Kenneth E. Lindgren Aquatics Center 
at 10 a.m. All other start times are still 
to be determined. 
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LBSU 
ATHLETICS 
CALENDAR 


WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL 
at UC Davis, 7 p.m. 
Davis, Calif 


Fripay 


MEN’S WATER POLO 
MPSF Tournament, 
Kenneth E. Lindgren 
Aquatics Center 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
vs. USC, 4:30 p.m. 
Walter Pyramid 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 
vs. Kansas State, 7:30 
p.m. 

Walter Pyramid 


DATURDAY 
WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL 


at UC Riverside, 7 p.m. 
Riverside, Calif. 


MEN’S WATER POLO 
MPSF Tournament, 
Kenneth E. Lindgren 
Aquatics Center 


MEN’S WATER POLO 
MPSF Tournament (Fi- 
nals), TBA 

Kenneth E. Lindgren 
Aquatics Center 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 
at UCLA, 7 p.m. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
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Women off to strong 
start at 3-0 


Undefeated LBSU will host USC Friday 
night in the Walter Pyramid. 


By Kexsey Cruz 
Staff Reporter 


The Long Beach State women’s bas- 
ketball team will take on defending 
Pac-12 champions USC on Friday in the 
Walter Pyramid. 

“They’re extremely athletic,” head 
coach Jody Wynn said. “They have a 
lot of experience back from that team 
that went to the NCAA Tournament 
last year. They’re explosive, they’re 
athletic, they’re strong and they’re ex- 
perienced.” 

USC is coming off their first NCAA 
Tournament appearance since the 
2005-06 campaign after winning the 
Pac-12 Tournament for the first time in 
school history. 

The 49ers (2-0) are coming off two 
wins against Seattle University and San 
Diego State. LBSU started the season 
undefeated for the first time since the 
2004-2005 season. 

“We've been communicating,” se- 
nior guard Lauren Spargo said. “We’ve 
all been on the same page with each 
other. We move as a unit on defense. I 
think we’re all playing really hard, and 
it just flows.” 


All ten players that have seen game 
action have scored in each of the two 
games. The two redshirt juniors Ch- 
antel Dooley and Devin Hudson have 
come back this season strong after sit- 
ting out last season due to injury. 

“They’re just such welcome-back ad- 
ditions,” head coach Jody Wynn said. 
“Just the experience they’ve had and 
the fact that they provide something 
that we don’t have without them — 
Devin’s length and offensive rebound- 
ing ability and Chantel’s explosiveness 
and strength.” 

Hudson is averaging 14.5 minutes 
a game, and she leads the team with 
five blocks. Dooley has the third high- 
est field goal percentage on the team at 
.571, and she is averaging seven points 
a game. 

LBSU leads the all-time series re- 
cord against USC (1-1) at 36-20, but the 
Trojans have won the last four meetings 
against the 49ers. 


See Women’s, Page 7 


